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BOX III. OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY OF INVENTION IS LACKING: 

A "Invitation To Pay Additional Fees" was mailed to Applicant on January 11, 2005. No response or fees paid within the 15 day time 
limit. Therefore, only the first claimed invention was examined. In particular only claims 1, 22, and 23 are drawn to the device and are 
generic to all claimed species. For this reason, claims 2-21 and 24-31 were not examined. 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive 
concept under PCT Rule 13. 1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must have been 
paid. However, no fee was paid so only the first invention was examined. I. Claims 1-23 drawn to a device. II. Claims 24-31 drawn to a 
method of use. 
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invention because they are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13. l.In order for more than one 
species to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must have been paid. 

The species are as follows: A.) Figure 2A B.) Figure 3A C.) Figure 3B D.) Figure 3C E.) Figure 3D F.) Figure 4A G.) Figure 4B 
H.) Figure 4C I.) Figure 40 J.) Figure 5A K.) Figure 5B L.) Figure 5C M.) Figure 50 N.) Figure 6A O.) Figure 6B P.) Figures 
7A and 7B Q.) Figures 9A and 9B R.) Figures 10A and 10B S.) Figures 11A and 11B T.) Figures 12A and 12B U.) Figure 16 V.) 
Figure 17 \V.) Figure 18 X.) Figure 19. Applicant is requested to select a species for examination above and then state which claims 
read on the elected species. The following claim(s) are generic: Claims 1 and 22-31. 

The inventions listed as Groups I and II do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT 
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a ring with a ring configured for placement at a valve annulus having at least one strut extending over the interior area thereof. However 
at least of patents US 6332893, US 6419695, US 20030120340, US 20030033009, WO 01/47438, WO 87/05489, EP 026533, and US 
20030130731 show that this common special technical feature was know to the prior art. 

The species listed above do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, the 
species lack: the same or corresponding special technical features as explained in the preceding paragraph. 
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